
mixed-use development 

proposed for a retail site 

in Scarborough would 

demolish an existing low-rise 

commercial strip plaza and 

surface parking lot to make way 

for a mid-rise mixed-use building 

containing more than 200 

residential units while activating 

the streetscape by including 

retail at grade and serving as a 

connection point to a planned 

linear urban park.

 Land use planning !rm 

Zelinka Priamo has submitted 

a zoning by-law amendment 

application on behalf of 

construction management 

!rm ZGemi Inc. for a site at 

2683 Lawrence Avenue East in 

Scarborough. ZGemi is seeking 

to permit the development of an 

11-storey mixed-use building 

that would accommodate 

206 residential units and 

approximately 18,000 square feet 

of retail space at grade.

 Currently, the site 

accommodates a single-storey 

retail strip plaza and a surface 

parking lot fronting Lawrence 

Avenue. "e neighbourhood 

context consists of retail 

commercial uses located to the 

east of the site and a mix of 

retail, o#ce and high-density 

residential uses located to the 

north. To the south of the site is 

a hydro corridor that is planned 

for the future Meadoway linear 

park.

 “I think a lot of ‘mall 

sites’ [like this one] can be 

considered under-utilized, I 

don’t think all mall sites are 

necessarily under-utilized but 

I think that the redevelopment 

potential is certainly there for 

this site,” Zelinka Priamo senior 

associate Robert MacFarlane 

told NRU.

 “For this site, we consider 

it very appropriate for 

redevelopment, and you can 

still achieve some of those 

neighbourhood commercial 

uses at grade. We’re bringing 

206 new families to this 

neighbourood and reducing the 

amount of permeable pavement 

and a lot of other good things 

that come with this type of 

development.”

 A core principle associated 

with the redevelopment of 

these types of commercial strip 

plazas is the need to activate 

the street and public realm to 

make them more pedestrian-

friendly. Many commercial 
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Rendering of a proposed 11-storey 

mixed-use building at 2683 Law-

rence Avenue East in Scarborough. 

The proposed building would 

accommodate 206 new residential 

units and retail space at grade. 

ZGemi Inc. has submitted a zoning 

by-law amendment application to 

the City of Toronto to permit the 

development of the new mixed-use 

building on a site that currently 

accommodates a commercial strip 

plaza, which would be demolished.
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received. We’re not forgetting 

our historical base in terms of 

we’re not eliminating the retail 

or suggesting that people !nd 

other ways to get the things 

that they need,” "ompson told 

NRU.

 “One of the !rst things I 

said was that we’re not going 

to lose the retail that’s on that 

site, and I told the applicant 

‘Whatever you do, ensure 

that we have comparable, or 

more space for retail’. And I 

can say that they’ve listened. 

And I talked with the owners 

yesterday about some medical 

services that could be there 

as well, whether it’s dentist or 

doctors’ o#ces, so that people 

there have all these services in 

close proximity.”

 "e proposed development 

would certainly change how 

pedestrians interact with 

the site along Lawrence 

Avenue East, but even better, 

the proposal also merges 

nicely with another planned 

transformation in the area, "e 

Meadoway.

 City sta$ are working on 

plans to transform the hydro 

corridor to the south of the site 

into a 16-kilometre stretch of 

greenspace and meadowland 

that connects downtown 

Toronto and Rouge National 

Urban Park, to be called "e 

Meadoway. "e site also sits 

in close proximity to nearby 

"omson Memorial Park at 

the corner of Lawrence Avenue 

East and Brimley Road, roughly 

one kilometre east of the site.

 “"e Meadoway process 

in ongoing, and that dovetails 

nicely into the opportunities 

that people with have to be 

able to bike and walk the 

natural trail. "e stability that 

this presents is going to be 

profound in that you’ll have 

access to greenery, to more 

amenities that are tranquil and 

social in nature in the sense 

that nature is right in your 

backyard,” "ompson said.

 “One thing that is also top of 

mind for me in areas where we 

have these strip malls, where 

we see situations that because 

less people are traversing the 

area, there have been challenges 

with break and entries. I 

would think that as we move 

forward and we build these new 

elements to the community, 

the overall safety of the area 

will improve because you’re 

going to have more activity, 

more eyes on the street, and 

it just makes it feel safer and 

more comfortable for all of our 

residents.”

 Scarborough community 

council will discuss ZGemi’s 

zoning by-law amendment 

application at its meeting 

January 19. 
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Rendering of ZGemi Inc.’s proposal 

for an 11-storey mixed-use residen-

tial development at 2683 Lawrence 

Avenue East in Scarborough. ZGemi 

is proposing to redevelop the site by 

demolishing the existing commercial 

strip plaza and parking lot there and 

re-introducing retail uses closer 

Lawrence Avenue in an effort to 

activate that stretch along Lawrence 

Avenue East and make it more 

pedestrian-friendly.
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The City of Vaughan is Hiring! 

 
The City of Vaughan is currently seeking to hire an 

experienced Development Engineering Lead  
(Contract up to 24 months) 

 
If you are interested in bringing your knowledge and 
passion to the City of Vaughan, please click here to 

apply online by February 7, 2024 at 11:59PM. 

https://cityofvaughan.njoyn.com/cl4/xweb/XWeb.asp?tbtoken=ZVFaRRJaDVB6Fy4lLkAuJF50MFMlFk9JeWZbaVVcc1BMIiwKBnldLDcfKEYfBmR3dTcYGhJWSXNhF3U%3D&chk=ZVpaShM%3D&clid=74035&Page=JobDetails&Jobid=J1023-0399&BRID=347024&lang=1
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